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2003.

It is impossible to identify who is contributing to a nonprofit like the Ted Stevens Foundation. The part
of the 990 available for public inspection discloses information on the various disbursements made by a
nonprofit during an accounting year, but does not disclose names of donors.

The 990 forms for the Ted Stevens Foundation report that the foundation was set up “to assist in
educating and informing the public about the career of Senator Ted Stevens, to make grants to other
public charities and to provide programs which educate, encourage communication, relieve poverty and
promote community welfare throughout the state of Alaska and the United States.”

Between 2003 and 2005 the foundation has spent more than $380,000 on fundraisers but has given out
only two grants: one for $40,000 to the Smithsonian Institute in 2004 and $10,000 to the Anchorage
Rowing Association in 2005, according to the 990s.

In December 2006 the Ted Stevens Foundation changed its name to the North to the Future Foundation,
this time its namesake being Alaska’s motto, according documents filed with the Alaskan Department of
Commerce. In the same year they also filed a change of leadership, with Tim McKeever handing over
the reigns to Edith Opinsky.

“] am not involved in the Northern Lights PAC but I understand that it is legal for a PAC to donate to a
charity... [Sen. Stevens] has no role in the activities of the foundation, has no say in what it does, the
donations it makes and the like,” McKeever wrote in response to our questions.

McKeever is an attorney with Holmes, Weddle & Barcott, a law firm in Alaska and was a registered
lobbyist until 2006. The address and the phone number for the Ted Stevens Foundation is the same as
that of the law firm.
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